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You’ll notice a big change in our family picture – the absence 
of Cole.  We are now officially empty nesters as Cole has 
embarked on life on his own.  In November, we finished the 
classroom portion of the Crossroads Discipleship Training 
School (CDTS) that we’ve been leading at YWAM Chico and 
left Cole behind as we headed to South Africa for the 
international outreach phase of the CDTS.  There were 18 
people on our team including 11 adults and 7 kids. We spent 
8 weeks in South Africa in three different areas.  Because 
South Africa is in the Southern Hemisphere, the seasons are 
reversed and November begins the start of summer. 
 
South Africa is quite different from Mali.  It is a complex 
nation with extreme ranges of disparity between classes.  A 
neighborhood of million dollar homes can sit right across the 

street from the poorest of slums.  Much of this can be traced back to the problems of apartheid and other social 
injustices throughout South Africa’s history.  This inequality has resulted in an extraordinarily high crime rate 
throughout the country.  In addition, HIV/AIDS has also had a devastating effect on the population.  All of this 
has left South Africa in dire need of the love of Christ. 
 
We spent our first 2 ½ weeks at a YWAM location at the base of the Drakensburg mountains.  Our main 
ministry was at a center called Thembalethu which means “Our Hope”.  Thembalethu was set up in response 
to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  This particular region of South Africa suffers from an HIV infection rate of 50% - the 
highest rate in South Africa.  This has devastated the local community along with much of the nation.  
Thembalethu reaches out to teach and equip people to care for dying AIDS patients, counsel traumatized 
families, take care of AIDS orphans, engage youth in programs to combat HIV infection, and empower the 
community to become self-sufficient. 
 
Our team put together a multiday holiday kids club for Thembalethu that included games, songs, crafts, and 
Bible stories to minister to the 70+ kids that showed up each day.  We also helped with a garden project which 
provides food for the community.  In addition, we accompanied area social workers on home visits to provide 
encouragement, prayer, and hope for families living in desperate situations. 
  
We left Drakensberg in the middle of December and traveled 3 hours south to serve at a large orphanage 
called Lungisisa Indlela Village or LIV Village for short.  LIV was formed in 2010 to help deal with the 5 million 
orphaned and at risk children in South Africa – a staggering statistic considering the overall population of the 
country is 50 million.  LIV works in partnership with government, business, and the church to provide urgently 
needed holistic residential care for the vulnerable and parentless children of South Africa.  Their motto is to 
Rescue a Child, Restore a Life, Raise a Leader, and Release a Star. 



Prayer During a Home Visit 

LIV Village 

 
LIV is a large community that incorporates over 80 acres and 
provides everything needed for the kids including housing, school, 
medical, and recreational facilities.  Today there are over 150 
children living at LIV.  The vision is to grow LIV to 600 children.  
Each child lives in a house with up to 8 children and a house mom.  
These house moms are women who have dedicated their lives to be 
the mother to the children in their home and raise them as her own. 
 
We spent over 3 weeks living and serving at LIV including Christmas 
and New Year holidays. Because it was the summer/Christmas 
season, the kids were out of school and in need of activities to keep 
them occupied.  Many of the LIV staff members were also on 
vacation and the moms were in much need of a break.  So a majority 

of our ministry was a holiday club that included games, movies, crafts, sports, and parties.  It’s quite a task to 
keep 150 kids entertained every day, but our team came up with some great events and activities. 
 
Because Christmas falls in summertime in South Africa, Christmas Day was over 100°.  Our Christmas 
celebrations included a church service followed by a traditional South African Christmas BBQ with the kids and 
moms.  We also helped the staff distribute gifts to each child.  The day following Christmas is a European 
holiday known as Boxing Day.  We celebrated with the kids by holding a soapbox derby with cars we helped 
the kids build a few days earlier.  And on New Year’s Eve, we built up to the midnight celebration with a Crazy 
Noise Party with all the kids in their pajamas. 
 
Our final days in South Africa took us to Durban on the coast of the 
Indian Ocean.  We ministered in a halfway house reaching out to 
people recovering from a variety of addictions, spent time doing 
beach evangelism, and more door-to-door home visits. 
 
After returning to California for a week of debriefing with our team, 
we celebrated with a graduation ceremony and released our 
students into their next areas of ministry.  As for us, this closes our 
chapter of service in Chico and we are in the process of returning to 
Mali.  But before we do, we are spending several weeks in Southern 
California to catch up with friends and family. 
 
Cole remained in Chico as we left for Southern California.  He has chosen to make Chico his home.  He is 
renting a house with one of his former high school classmates.  He is working part time at Chico First 
Assembly of God, along with working with kids at King’s Christian Preschool.  He’s chosen not to attend 
college for the time being as he continues to acclimate to life on his own in the States.  We are proud of the 
ways he’s stepping out on his own and the strong Christian influences that he is surrounding himself with.  We 
miss him dearly but feel confident that God is watching out for our son and directing his future. 
 
We are in the process of updating our mailing list and adding the option of receiving future newsletters by 
email.  Please let us know about any changes in your contact information and if/how you’d like to continue 
receiving our newsletter.  Simply visit www.newsletter.6892MilesFromDisneyland.com to update your 
information and/or preferences.  You can also return the enclosed response card with any changes. 
 
We are currently residing in Tustin, California through the end of June when we will be returning to Mali.  We 
are here to meet with friends, family, supporters and churches.  We would enjoy an opportunity to meet with 
you and share more details of our lives and ministry since our last visit.  We’d also like to hear about what is 
happening in your life too.  Please contact us at jclark@ywammali.org or by telephone at 714-618-1184.  
Thank you for your continued interest in our lives and ministry.  We hope we have the opportunity to meet with 
you before we return to Mali. 
 
Dans l'humble service du Roi de toutes les nations, 


